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ENGLAND  IN  THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
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Governor and prepared his Report, submitted to the Queen
in 1839. This was followed by the Union of Upper and
Lower Canada and the gradual grant of complete responsible
government. The policy of Lord Durham's Report became
the basis of the Second British Empire.

The grievances of Canada, however, did not prevent her
during the period before 1813 from showing sincere loyalty
and rendering real service to England. In 1812 England's
retaliation against Napoleon's Continental System, and her
vigorous enforcements of her claim to search neutral vessels,
led to war with the United States. The American army
invaded the country in 1812. But while the English fleet
was unsuccessf ul on the Great Lakes, the Canadians, especially
those of Ontario, distinguished themselves by a heroic and
costly defence of their country against the invasion. The
Treaty of Ghent, which ended the war in 1814, left the
territory of Canada unimpaired, her embitterment against
America deepened and her attachment to England strength-
ened. The possibility of Canada becoming " the fourteenth
State " had become very slight.

Meanwhile both Provinces were making steady economic
progress. The population of Lower Canada expanded from
78,000 in 1765 to 179,000 in 1790, and to 516,000 in 1825,
and that of Upper Canada from 30,000 in 1790 to nearly
160,000 in 1825. 1 The timber trade of Lower Canada
flourished and there was a great development of farming:
and by 1801 Quebec was exporting furs to the value of
^371, 139.2 Although Upper Canada was a new settlement,
the hard-working colonists quickly cleared their lands,
brought them into cultivation and rapidly established
themselves as efficient and successful farmers. There was
a gradual improvement in the standard of living: the first
brick house appeared at Belleville in 1794; under the
Governorship of Simcoe, roads were built, and by 1808
coaches were running between Kingston and Montreal,
In addition, a large number of schools were founded and
many churches were erected.

1 Grant, Hist, of Canada, p. 157.

3 Knowles, Econ. DeveL of Overseas Emp., p. 201.